/,-J’ N
/ Imagine

Education Group
kc/ Ivesting in maginaticn

PEDAGOGICAL REFLECTION IN ACTION for Educators

“Seeing beyond the moment - understanding the child.”

What is Critical Reflection?
Critical reflection is how we think about children’s learning within our everyday practice.
It is not something we do after the moment, it happens within the moment, alongside the child.

It is when we pause and ask:
e  What is this child communicating right now?
e What does this tell me about their thinking, development, or experience?
e How should | respond to support and extend this learning?

Within our practice, critical reflection ensures that what we do is intentional, not automatic.

Critical Reflection Within Our Inquiry Practice
In our environments, reflection is part of an ongoing cycle:
e We notice what children are doing
e We interpret what it might mean
e We respond through our interactions and environments
e We reflect again to guide next steps

This means:
e We are not just observing
e We are making decisions based on what we see

Critical reflection is what turns observation into meaningful, responsive practice.

Looking Beyond the Surface
Children’s behaviour is not random, it is communication.

For example:
A child repeatedly knocks down a tower.
Without reflection, this might be seen as:
e disruption
e lack of focus

With reflection, we begin to consider:

e Isthe child exploring cause and effect?
e Are they seeking control or predictability?
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e Are they expressing frustration or testing ideas?
e Are they inviting interaction or connection?

This shift is critical.
We move from managing behaviour...
to understanding learning, thinking, and communication.

Why Critical Reflection Matters in Practice
Children communicate through:
e play
e repetition
e movement
e emotion
If we do not reflect, we risk missing what they are telling us.

When we engage in critical reflection, we are able to:
e recognise patterns over time
e understand each child more deeply
e respond with purpose
e plan meaningful next steps

This ensures our practice is:
responsive - intentional - individualised

Your Role as an Educator

As an educator, you are not just supporting routines—you are:
e observing with purpose
e interpreting children’s learning
e making informed decisions in the moment

This means you:
e notice small but significant moments
e question what you see
e adjust your responses based on the child
e reflect individually and with your team

This is what shifts practice from care...
to intentional teaching and learning.
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Seeing the Whole Child
A single moment of play often includes multiple areas of development.

For example, when a child is building:
e they may be planning and problem-solving (Executive Function)
e managing frustration (Social & Emotional)
e communicating with others (Language)
e exploring balance and structure (Cognitive)

Critical reflection allows you to:
e see these connections
e respond holistically
e extend learning in meaningful ways

The Role of Relationships
Strong relationships are central to understanding children.

Through your interactions, you begin to notice:
e how a child engages
e who they connect with
e how they express belonging
e how they respond emotionally

Critical reflection is not only about what children do, it is also about:
e how they feel
e how they experience the environment
e how they relate to others

This understanding guides how you respond and plan.

What This Looks Like in Your Daily Practice
When critical reflection is embedded:
e yourespond in the moment with intention
e your interactions support and extend learning
e your environment reflects current interests and needs
e your planning builds from real observations
e your documentation captures thinking, not just activity

This means your practice is not based on assumptions—it is based on what you know about each child.
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Guiding Reflection Prompts

Use these questions to support your thinking:

What am | noticing right now?

Why might this be happening?

What is the child trying to understand or communicate?
What patterns have | seen over time?

How can | respond to extend this learning?

These prompts support you to move from:

seeing - understanding - responding

Closing Thought

Learning is not always obvious.

It is not always verbal.

But when we take time to reflect:

We begin to see meaning in everyday moments.

And it is within these moments...

that the most important learning is happening.

4| Page PEDAGOGICAL REFLECTION IN ACTION for Educators



‘Buiuaddey st
Buiusea) Juepodl Jsow ayy ey
“"SJUBLIOW 3S3Y) UILIIM S1 ) pUY

‘sjuawows AepAiana
ur Bulueaw 9as 0y widaq apm

u% 2
DHI) eweh m s\s wum

‘|equan sAemie Jou st 3|
*SNOIAGO sAem|e Jou si Buiuiea

wsnoyy Suisoy (@)

"PIIYI YOES INOGE Mou)y noA
Jeym U paseq si }—suondwnsse
uo paseq Jou s1 aopoesd JNop

Auanoeasnf 10u “Bunjuiyy
sanydes uoneusWwnlop

SUCNEAIISGO |23)

woyy spyng Suuueyd

SPaau pue sisalayul

UDLIND 510384 JUBLWUOHAUS
Buiuiea) puaxa

pue poddns suondesayul
UORUIUI LM

JuBWoW 3yy ui puodsal

©OQHS@

a2130e1d Ajreq Inoj ui
ay syooq sy reym @

sdays xau |nyBuiueaw ueld @

pasijenpiaipul
Jeuonuajul asodind yym puodsas )
,...>_m:.9nwo.. Aidaap 10w pliyd yoea puersiopun
:st ad1deud 4no
SANSUD SIY L. awn san0 suiayed asiudodss @

103 3|qE 18 aM ‘UOIIBYBS [eINLD Ul 9BeBuUd am uaym

M O
1YBnoIy} ALNUNWIIOD UBIP|IYD

S19)1B|\ UOI}IB4Y
1eonud Aym €@

uonnadal

&

“ao30e3d 9A1323|0D N0
uayI8uans pue piIYd yaes Jo Suipueisiapun
Jadaap e pjing am ‘uona|aL Wweay yanoiy |

sanpdadssad
sdajs au suopdwnsse Juazaup SUONBAIISGO
Jeuonuajut uejd 3duajjeyd 13pIsSu0d aseys

—"d ,Q\ -..
2 @
1332303 )1 Op am uayM J93uU0)S SI UOIIBYAI [EINLD)

1ay1a80] sy e

*SJ410 0} 3je[as A9y} MOY PUE JUSWILOIIAUD
Y3 acuaadxa Aayy moy |99y Aoy moy Jnoge osie si 3t
—Op UJP|IY3 J8YM INOQe AJUo JOU SI UORDB|JaI [BINID

rwﬁ, i\

Ajreuonowa puodsas Kayy moy

BuiBuojaq ssasdxa Aayy moy

UM 329UU0D Ay oym

sadeBua pjiya e moy

‘wappyd 3urp pun o) [eAuad ase sdiysuoneias Buong

sdiysuoiejay Jo 3j0y 3y | G

e

“uogedLUNWWEd pue Sunjuiy ‘Suiwea) Supueissapun 0}
“anoiAeyaq SuiBeuew WO A0 IM

uoNIALUOI 10
uonaesaul Jugiaul «

seap: Sunsay o uiede Supuels «
uonensny Buissaidxa « Sn20408]
Aypiqeinipaid/jonuod Buixaas «

uondnusip «

12243 pue asned Sulojdxa «
uapisuod o3 uiBaq ise Usss oq B sy
‘U013 INOYIM

M ‘UORIIYBI IM
*1aMO) B UMOP Sxo0Uy Alpajeadal pjiyo v
aoeJINg 3y}
puokag 3upjoo] @

Jxau saBedua pjIys ayy moy aas o} uede dayai |

swaned INoge UoNesIaAueY
AU ‘sadeys Inoge $%004q ppe
‘SIIRLINS PUE S{00] JURIIYIP PIAOIY

‘ipuodsal
| ued MOH

*sBuyaay Buissaidxa o ‘susaped Jueaw
‘{03003 uawanow Suuoydxy S143 3ySiw Jeym
“aeds Jo 530 Buisn Jano pue ¢Bupnou
1340 53212 BUIMEIP S1 PJIYD 3y ) | we Jeym @

‘A|payeadal sa)au1d Sumesp si piyo
(e1dwex3) uondy ul
uondayay feonuy (@

“AnyBuiuesw Jutuies) puaixs pue Ajjeansijoy puodsal
‘SUOIYAULIOD 3S3Y} 335 O} NOA SMO||e UOID3|AI [eIMLD

Suipuersiapun
“Buwoseas Sunesunwuwiod
Bunoydxa ‘seapt Buissaadxa
Bupjuiyy uoHEJUNWWOD
aandon » aden8ue
uondAuued ]
“sBuijoay ] u:_‘”_om.Eo_ao&
Suideuew Buiuued
|euonowsy uondung
2 (21305 IANAX3

Juawdojanap Jo sease ajdn|nu
sapnjaul uayo Aejd jo Juawow aduis v

PIIYD dl0yM ay3 Sueas @)

*aopnoesd anisuodsal ‘|nyBulueaty
O)UI UOIBAIBSQO SUINY UOND3|Ja) 1L
"335 9M JUM UO Paseq suoisidap Bupjeu a1e o

“BUIA135qO 3Nl Jou aie ap
SIUBLIUOIIAUS
sda)s au 8 SUONORIANUL ueaw Jydiw Suiop aze
3pin8 o} uiefe no ydnosyy 3 jeym uJIp[Iya Jeym
pEEITEN| puodsay wadiy 320N

Q) «(&R)«(D)<(0
:22£2 Suro3uo ue jo ped si uonda|RY
ad1deid Ainbuj anQ uiyapm
uondayay 1) @

‘Suipuodsas « Jujpuelsiapun « Suiaas
:wouy anow o} nok poddns sdwiosd asay)

JBuiused) siyy puaixa 03 pudsas | Ued MoK
£AW)} JaA0 UDDS | aey suiayied Jeum

£2)ENUNWILIOD JO
pueissapun o} Butka Py au st iRy

@ e

>
%
-
]
>
..vw
>

¢Buwaddey aq s wdiw Aum

¢mou yBu Bupiou | we yeym
:Sunjuiyy snok poddns oy suonsanb asayy asn
sydwoud
uondayay Suipiny @

Weal JNoA LRIM PUE AjjeNPIAIPUL 199Y3 «
PUYD Ay Lo paseq sasuodsas Jnok Isnpe «
295 NoA 1eyM uopsanD «

“SjUBLIOW Juedlyiudls 1ng [ews 3a0u «

noA sueaw sy}
JuBWowW ayy Bupuiea)
Ul SUOISAP SMIPYIYD asodand yam
jut Supjew  Sunaid Buisasqo
:a4e nok

—saunnos Sursoddns 3snf Jou ase nop
dojeonp3 ue se
ajoy 1nox @

¢Buuse) siy) puayxa pue
yoddns 0} puodsal | pjnoys Moy «

Zasuduadxa Jo Sunjuiyy
11843 JNOGR BW |3} SIY SI0P IBYM

£BUNeIUNWWOD Py SIYY SIIBUM *
fse pue asned am uaym st |

“aanead Aephiana
ano uiyam Suluiea) S u3IpPIYD Inoge
HUIYS IM MOY ST UONDYI [BINLD

P2 oY) %S\réu&@r;
—pHouom 7f) \s&mw %SS%
¢uondajey e
stieym @



